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Report of the Monitoring and Analysis Service

Procedure based on the complaint by the AEM Montenegro.

MSP: TV Pink — Preduzece za informisanje i marketing PINK MEDIA
GROUP d.o.0, Neznanog junaka 1, Belgrade.

Complaint: 20. 01. 2025

Broadcast: Novo jutro — jutro sa dusom, from 02. 01. to 05. 01. 2025
Order to respond: 03. 02. 2025

Response: 06. 02. 2025

Short description: Debate segments within the morning programme, on the topic
of mass murder in Cetinje.

Report:

The regulatory authority of Montenegro referred to Article 7 of the
Convention on Transfrontier Television related to broadcasting content that
threatens dignity and incites hatred, intolerance and discrimination based on
ethnicity.

The aforementioned allegations refer to the show Novo vikend jutro — jutro
sa dusom and Novo jutro — jutro sa duSom for the period from 02. 01 to 05. OI.
2025, in connection with the mass murder that took place in Cetinje. The AEM’s
letter stated that "several segments were broadcast dedicated to the tragedy that
occurred on 1 January 2025 in Cetinje, in which 13 persons were killed and three
persons were injured. It was also stated in the letter that “apart from being an
example of breach of professional and ethical standards, the segments, in an
inappropriate manner, without demonstrating any compassion, analysed the
assumed the causes of the tragedy, presenting the private and family lives of the
victims, members of their families and other persons affected by the tragedy, with
no respect for their dignity or right to privacy.

The relevant programme content is classified as news and current affairs
programme, current affairs subgenre.
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The REM Technical Service examined the relevant parts of TV Pink
programme (13 in total). The shows are of magazine type and mostly consist of
discussion segments. The thematic segments repeatedly consisted of speculations
about the cause of the event, which was explicitly expressed through the title of the
discussion: “What was the trigger for the Cetinje massacre?”’, which was broadcast
under that name on 03 January, while the 04 January programme had, under that
name, as many as three separate thematic segments (with different guests). The
mass murder in Cetinje was repeatedly discussed in the show in the specified
period. The assumptions presented about the cause of the mass murder were not
limited only to discussions that were thematically dedicated exclusively to that
event.

The presented causes ("triggers") of the mass murder can be classified into
three groups: national-political (caused by the alienation from the Serbian national
identity), occult (under the guise of religion, referring to the curses of St. Peter of
Cetinje and Bishop P. P. Njegos) and psychopathological (personal or group
psychopathology, the group one built on the speculations of Jovo Kapici¢, former
high-ranking security service official, about endemic schizophrenia in the Niksi¢-
Cetinje area).

Transcripts

(03. 01. 2025)

7. Curovié (10:40:45):

“The modern inhabitants of Cetinje trampled on all this, and they, first of all, broke
the vows based on which Cetinje was formed. Not only Cetinje, but also the official
Montenegro broke the vows. They broke the vow to St. Petar of Cetinje, who placed
a curse on each Montenegrin who betrays Mother Russia and breaks with her. They
imposed sanctions on Russia. They also broke the vow to the bishop, the ruler of
Montenegro, when they tore down his tomb chapel, at its location, and he also
cursed every Montenegrin who does not fulfil his vow to bury him in that chapel
he had built at Mt. Lov¢en. And then, not only did they tear down the chapel, but
his bones were scattered all over the world, and I am not sure that they have been
gathered yet, but they also imprisoned him where a bishop of the Serbian Orthodox
Church does not belong. They broke the vow of King Nikola, who happened to
leave in 1915 upon this daughter’s invitation, or, as we like to say, fled and signed
the capitulation of Montenegro; however, his vow was to be buried in NikSi¢ in the
monastery of Vasili of Ostrog, which he had built (...) So it is a consequence of all
this happening (...) I would not want to lament the deaths of innocent people, but
the people of Cetinje are in need of catharsis. Most people from Cetinje are
honourable and decent people. But some 10 percent spoil the atmosphere in Cetinje
and I think they have to experience internal catharsis; no system or resignations of
the leaders can help there.”



B. Zdravkovi¢ (11:04:04):

“He was probably insulted very badly (...) And I am certain, that is my assumption,
which does not have to be true, that he was insulted very badly in that fight and that
he said to him: You are this or that, you are 45 years old, you may be the best
repairman, you are neither this nor that, and at the end of the day that is what those
closest to you say, for example, sister. say.”

B. Zdravkovi¢ (11:19:20):

“He killed exclusively his relatives and close family friends. Why —so that they
wouldn’t laugh at him for something he thought was devastating to him. We do not
know now what the motive of this massacre was except that he was probably
insulted and was unable to get over it (...) The police called the special forces, who
did what they do, what the special forces do, when he saw them, he committed
suicide out of fear.”

I. Sindi¢, psychotherapist (11:14:38):

“The conclusion I reached is that it was a man who had already had an impulse
control problem, in terms of anger management. He had already been reported for
violence, his weapons were taken away from him. Such persons pose a risk, and
they can hold some kind of grudges, towards someone, towards the same persons
with whom they socialised, drank in the pub that day, and then some insult, or
anything related to that man on a personal level, could be a trigger for a man to
explode like a ticking time bomb. Now, such a character, such an impulsive
personality, combined with alcohol, gives you a toxic, as we saw, a lethal
combination (...) I think this should be distinguished from psychopathy, yesterday
when we spoke, I thought: "he must have been a psychopath’; however, no, at least
I don't think so. It is characteristic of psychopaths that they kill in a calculated, very
planned manner, and here I see an act of suicide at the end. This act of suicide seems
to point to a man becoming aware at some point, realising what he had done,
perhaps dealing with guilt, and inability to cope with what he had done (...) This
does not seem planned to me, it seems to me that it was a man who was guided only
by rage, anger, and nothing else was in his head.

04.01.2025

Host (06:36:21):

“The murderer used to brag about how he hated Serbia, he was always in that
separatist mood, we have that recording, let’s play it: {Recording — 25 seconds, a
group of unknown persons singing a song of M. P. Tompson in a house "Chetnik
gang, you'll get what’s coming to you in Serbia as well."). Yes, the man in red is
the murderer, somewhere you see, [ mean this video, I love videos, I have already
been fined because of various recordings I played in the morning programme, and
that is where the following sentence came about: Not all fines are fines, some fines
are also my invisible medals. So, a video shows it best, I mean, this video shows
everything, the psychological state of these men that are in it, and the level of their



education and brain development in general, their degree of maturity and their
attitude and political view, this video shows it all, that is why videos are very
dangerous because they show absolutely everything. Here we can see that he was
quite problematic in his views and in his behaviour.”

Zoran Spasi¢, analyst:

“First of all, you can see here terrible hatred, because this is an Ustashi song, sung
by Tompson during the war in Croatia and the song shows an extraordinary level
of hatred toward the Serbian people; that is the first thing; the second, you have
noted it yourself, you see persons under the influence of alcohol, who are full of
hatred.”

The host: “Pure hatred.”

(...)

The host (06:42:06)

“Today on the front page of the Srpski telegraf — Njegos put a curse on Cetinje,
they will kill each other until they bring the chapel back to Lovéen, so they have
these, first these, let’s say, moral and religious beliefs why this massacre happened,
but it is not the only one, this is the second massacre, massacre in past two years,
and some experts say that it will not end here, it will not stop. Then we will analyse
the character, the psychology, so what the character traits and psychological
profiles of people living in Cetinje are, and then, the third issue is, let’s say, the
political perspective of the whole event. How much political hatred can escalate
and lead to some of these things. Therefore, there are multiple aspects here when
you look at the massacre. It’s not just about a madman who came and killed some
people; there are many more aspects of it than meet the eye.”

Milomir Miljanié, gusle player (07:58:44):

“That intolerance. It has always existed in that community, and that ideological side
that has deformed those people, I remember I went there, for example, when I was
a young man, | was eighteen or nineteen years old, the priest was walking, the
Cetinje Monastery was there, the priest was walking down the street, they spat
behind him, saying “jinx”. Incredible, it has remained so to this day, very few
people there are believers, of course, there are great people in Cetinje who stay true
to themselves, to tradition, to history, to all that is important and that is a historical
fact, but they have been mostly successful with some kind of indoctrination, with
something completely unknown to Montenegro for, I do not know, five hundred,
six hundred years we are talking about, they have today turned Cetinje into the most
anti-Serb community the civilisation knows today.*

(08:09:42 — During the discussion, the video recording was broadcast again,
showing a group of people singing the controversial song).

The host (08:45:57); Lower third with a photo "Do you remember the statement by
Jovo Kapici¢?"):



“This is an interesting post that I told my director to put on,” she said — "Do you
remember the statement of Jovo Kapici¢?"; now pay attention to this: “When I was
a security service official, we arrested a doctor in Cetinje under the suspicion of
undermining the defence system of the SFRY by releasing large numbers of young
men from the territory of the municipality of Cetinje and Niksi¢ from obligatory
military service.” As part of his defence, the doctor said that he was ready to defend
each case individually because those youths had hebephrenic schizophrenia and
should not be given arms. There you are, how to go to trial then, said Jovo Kapicicé.
What do you think of that, this statement?”

Snezana Repac, psychologist:

“You see, he estimated that there was hebephrenic schizophrenia; it is a form of
schizophrenia, the most dangerous form, a man is indeed able to kill, it is such a
personality disorganisation and deterioration, where, indeed, a total split,
detachment from reality, a lack of insight, no reality test, the border between reality
and fantasy* is blurred; that is what you say, for example, when you talk about the
potential danger, whether something virtual will become reality. There, that would
be an example of this hebephrenic form in which someone will now substitute
reality for fantasy*. Of course, our, how can I put it, present is not such, nor is it
our atmosphere, nor our mentality, nor our mental situation, that it would cause us
to be in such danger, but this is often mentioned and it is said that someone can
confuse them, so for the Ribnikar case, they said that he had confused the computer
games; well, it is not so easy to switch between them, to confuse reality and
fantasy*, that is what distinguishes a normal person from a sick person.”

The host (11:00:19):

“We are talking about whether that was an act of an individual, whether it was
terrorism, whether it was an untreated mental illness and a man who had a diagnosis,
who failed to fulfil their duty, was it the system, the police, the locals.”

T. Kresovi¢:

“Perhaps mental health centres. It is known that Cetinje, that one area between
Niks$i¢ and Cetinje, has this problem with endemic psychological conditions and
depression, and instead of going to see the sacred relics of the Serbian Orthodox
Church, which were hidden until the 1990s, until Amfilohije Radovi¢,
Metropolitan, restored all that. Montenegrins still resolve issues through blood
feud, just like the Albanians and Sicilians, but another thing, mental health is of key
importance, the transmission of negative energies, coming from the family, from
the street, from television programmes, fights, both political and others, are
affecting communication and provoking conflicts.”

The host:

“Is there a certain curse, and how far have the people of Cetinje alienated
themselves from God, and is this and what happened two years ago some kind of
punishment?”

(...)

The host (11:11:22):

“Have you seen the video circulating on the internet about the murder, let’s look at
it together. Where the video clearly shows his psychological state, his level of
intelligence, his education and, in general, his attitude toward the Serbs living in
Montenegro.“ (The video, a group of unknown persons in a house singing a song
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of M. P. Tompson, “Chetnik gang, you’ll get what’s coming to you in Serbia as
well.”)

(...)

I. Kajtaz:

“Cetinje, unfortunately, is known for this anti-Serb position, they alienated
themselves from God, they alienated themselves from the Serbian Orthodox
Church, they alienated themselves from traditional values, and then it was hatred
that has shackled the minds of those people, due to this sick hatred, he raised his
weapon against those around him. One of the possible reasons is that those others
were on the Serbian side.

(05.01.2025)

M. Cavi¢ (06.46:44):

“There was some news that during the SFRY period, a lot of people who were from
Cetinje did not do the military service and had some diagnosis of a personality
disorder, so they did not get the doctor’s approval because of that.”

A. Grubesi¢:

“The peculiarity of this town and something we have been seeing for years, even
decades, that it is the centre of this radical, first of all, hatred of Serbs and this
behaviour that is difficult to explain. It is where, first of all, this radical anti-Serb,
somewhat Milogorian, Montenegrin, chauvinistic, I would say, idea is
concentrated, which is also directed against the Church, and we can remember what
it was like when the local Metropolitan Joanikije was enthroned, when tires were
burnt. They simply have some anger directed against the Serbs.”

Blazo Markovi¢, trade union of senior police officers (11:13:14):

“In the viral video that came out, it is not him (refers to a repeatedly shown video
in which a group of unidentified persons, which, according to the host’s allegations,
includes the murderer, sings the song of M.P. Tompson), it is a completely different
man, he was not into politics, he killed his close family friend (...) Just one more
thing, I just want to say this, there is that tradition in Montenegro, Serbia, where,
when a family has only one son and he has a personality disorder and is mentally
ill, this is kept as a secret within the family, treatment is refused, it is like that in
Serbia, it is an embarrassment, a disgrace for the family and this is what happened
now, he did not take his medication that day.”

Article 19: Paragraph 2 of the Rulebook on the Protection of Human
Rights in the Area of Media Service Provision does not allow inappropriate
speculation about the cause, course and consequences of a tragic event.

On 04 January, a video (apparently private) was broadcast three times,
according to the host’s allegations it was taken from social media, in it a group of
persons was singing a chauvinistic song of Croatian performer M. P. Tompson. The
video was broadcast without any further indication concerning the context in which
it was recorded or the persons in the video, except for the comment that one of the
persons in the video was the mass murderer, which is a circumstance that could not
be substantiated by examining the video (the guest in the show on 05 January
disputed the claim that the mass murderer was in the video).



Thus, this constituted a violation of Article 5, Paragraph 1 of the Rulebook,
which requires the media service provider to ensure the truthfulness and
completeness of information, as well as veracity and completeness of the ideas and
opinions it broadcasts, especially in the news and current affairs programmes with
due care corresponding to circumstances and in accordance with the rules of the
journalistic profession.

Also, according to Article 5, Paragraph 3, the media service provider is
obliged, with due care corresponding to circumstances and in accordance with the
rules of the journalistic profession, to verify the origin, truthfulness and
completeness of certain information containing personal data, data about an event
or phenomenon, before broadcasting it, which was not done on this occasion, which
is evidenced by the statement of the host that the video had been taken from social
media, which cannot be considered a credible source, especially bearing in mind
the sensitivity of the topic.

In its response, TV Pink claimed that the disputed contents were not
information, but rather a subjective opinion of the participants in the programme
over which the MSP had no influence. Information, within the meaning of the
Rulebook, is not limited to factual reporting; however, even if the approach of TV
Pink is accepted, the obligation, as stated, also applies to the veracity and
completeness of the ideas and opinions it broadcasts, both in news and in current
affairs programmes.

Conclusion: Initiation of examination procedure related to the contents
inconsistent with Article 5, Paragraphs 1 and 3; and Article 19, Paragraph 2 of the
Rulebook on the Protection of Human Rights in the Area of Media Service
Provision, in connection with Article 61, Paragraph 1, Item 1 of the Law on
Electronic Media.
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